Abstract. Because of the importance of time in Information Systems, there is a wide consensus on the need for having temporal data types and temporal queries supported as part of database standards. Actually, in the mid 90s, a forward-looking group of database researchers proposed an ambitious temporal extension of SQL-2 named TSQL2. Unfortunately, this proposal was ahead of its time and was not well-received by standard committees and DBMS vendors represented in those committees. Since then, standardization groups have not spent much effort on temporal issues, and, hence, it is natural to assume that no progress was made, and the gap between database standards and temporal applications remains as wide as it was in the mid-90s. This would represent very bad news for temporal application developers who suffer from inadequacies of database standards and do not see any relief in the near future. Fortunately, time conquers all and has also transformed standards, making them more supportive of time-oriented applications, in ways that are not fully recognized even by those who, motivated by different goals, pushed for the introduction of the new features.
